Harritt Elementary School
Newsletter
2112 Linwood St NW., Salem , OR 97304
Phone: 503-399-3457 Fax: 503-361-2173
Attendance: 503-399-3674
Office hours: 8:00 a.m.—4:30 p.m.
Breakfast hours: 8:40 a.m.-9:05 a.m..

Happy November Harritt families,
I hope that your experiences with parent-teacher conferences were
positive and you were able to connect with your child’s teacher
about their progress. The connections between home and school are
so very important! Working in partnership is the best way to help
our children reach their potential! I would also like to extend a thank
you to our PTC for providing dinner for teachers during our long
conference days. Teachers really appreciated the yummy soups and
treats.
Now that fall has officially arrived and cooler weather is here, I am
asking for your help in making sure that warm clothing is sent to
school with your child. Please take the time and label your child’s
jackets, stocking hats, and gloves/mittens. This will help keep track
of your child’s clothing so it does not end up in our over-flowing lost
and found. We will continue to go out for recess during cold weather and sprinkling rain showers, so please help in making sure that
proper clothing is sent with your child.
If you have any questions about your child’s experience at Harritt,
please do not hesitate to give us a call, email or please stop by.
Thank you for all that you do and allowing us to work with your
child!
Melinda Wilson
Together we can help all students graduate and be prepared for a
successful life.
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Visit our Kindergarten Readiness page at https://salkeiz.k12.or.us/kindergarten/ for
information on how to prepare for Kindergarten.

Oregon Battle of the Books
Oregon Battle of the Books returns to Harritt Elementary this fall and winter. Third through fifthgraders can sign up in teams of four to five to compete afterschool in January and February. Members of each team will read the 16 books selected by the OBOB committee and answer quiz-style
questions in each battle. We will hold an information night in November for those who sign up. Students do not need a team to participate. We can connect them with other students wanting to compete. If you have questions, contact Stefanie Knowlton at (503) 399-3457 or Knowlton_Stefanie@salkeiz.k12.or.us
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School breakfast & lunch
Salem-Keizer Public Schools provides healthy, nutritious meals to
our students. The cost for full price meals is as follows:
Breakfast $1.15
Lunch $2.50
Milk $0.40
Your child may qualify for free or reduced price meals if:
1. Your household receives Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for
Needy Families (TANF), or benefits from the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), OR;
2. Your household income is at or below the amount on the Income
Chart.
How To Apply In Person or By Mail For Free or Reduced Price
Meals
Download and fill out an application and return it to your
school or send to:
Food and Nutrition Services
3625 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE
Salem OR, 97302
503-399-3091
How to Apply Online
Go to the Oregon Department of Education website. Applications
are also available by contacting the district's Free and Reduced
Lunch Program at 503-399-3169.

Volunteers and community partners play
an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public
Schools. Each day in
every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active
role in helping every
student achieve.
Through their contributions of time, energy,
inspiration and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive
more than they give.

Anyone may apply to
become a volunteer.
Before taking part in a
volunteer activity, applicants must complete
a criminal history
check.

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org
and click on the volunteering link at the top
of the page to learn
more.

School Breakfast -A good choiceEating breakfast benefits kids and classrooms


Higher Test Scores: Students who eat breakfast, at home or at
school, achieve higher scores on standardized math tests



Calmer classrooms: Children who do not regularly get enough nutritious food to eat tend to have significantly higher levels of behavioral, emotional and educational problems



Fewer trips to the nurse: When kids come to school hungry, they
visit the school nurse more often due to stomachaches and headaches. All our schools offer breakfast to students in the mornings
before class.
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SCHOOL
MESSENGER
At the start of each school
year, information from student registration forms is
input into the student information database.

3 Back to School Tips
1. Teach the Importance of Washing Hands

SchoolMessenger, the system the district uses to
send out phone notification to parents, receives
updated information from
this database once each
day.
It is very important that
parents keep their contact
information current.
Be sure to let your school
office know if you have a
new address, email or
phone number.
The parent or guardian
marked as the primary contact in the student information system will receive
automated communication.
Messages will also be sent
to the student’s home
phone number contained
in the database, if different
from the primary contact
phone number.

One of the best ways to prevent the spread of germs at school
is to teach your kids just how important it is to wash their
hands throughout the day. Let them know that it’s especially
important to wash their hands:
Before eating
After sneezing or coughing
After playing outside or with toys, which can harbor bacteria

2. Get Back Into a Regular Bedtime Routine
The National Sleep Foundation recommends that kids between
the ages of 6 and 13 get nine to 11 hours of sleep, so plan your
child’s bedtime to account for earlier mornings. Getting a good
night’s sleep is crucial to your child’s health and ability to learn
and play at school.

3. Plan a Visit to Your Family Doctor

IMPORTANT UPCOMING DATES
November 2, No School
Elementary Grading Day
November 12, No School
Holiday
November 13: Picture Retake
November 19-20: Parent Conferences
November 19 - 23, Thanksgiving Break
November 27: PTC MTG
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PARENT CLUB
Tuesday, November 27
6:00 pm-7:00 pm

Updating Information
Online
Please keep your information current! You can log
into Online Registration with your ParentVue account any time during the school year to update information.

For emergency messages regarding school closures or delays, please visit http://
www.salemkeizer.org/about/emergency-school-closures-and-delays.

Synergy ParentVUE is a tool to help families stay informed about
their student’s progress. This tool can be used to access your student’s grades, attendance information, and also to communicate
with teachers. Students will have access to the same information
using Synergy StudentVUE.

How do I get my Parent VUE login information?
Please contact your child's school.

Can I use the same login for all my kids at Salem-Keizer?
Yes. Your ParentVUE login gives you access to information on all
your kids enrolled at Salem-Keizer Public Schools. If you are not seeing one or more kid with your login, it can be an indication of a duplicate record for you in the system. Please contact your student's
school (the student you are unable to see in ParentVUE) to fix this
issue.

How do I login to the Parent VUE/Student VUE mobile app?
To login to the free ParentVUE/StudentVUE mobile app, download
the ParentVUE application if you a parent or the StudentVUE application if you are a student. When prompted to enter the district

5

Share Your Feedback on Boundary Adjustments
Over the last several weeks, a Boundary Review Task Force has been reviewing boundaries in all Salem-Keizer high school feeder systems. Boundary adjustments are needed to fully utilize the additional capacity being built in the 2018 bond program and to balance enrollments across the district.

All school boundaries are being reviewed in the process, however not all boundaries will be adjusted.
Comparatively few changes are expected for the McNary and West Salem High School feeder systems, with more changes expected for the McKay, North Salem, South Salem and Sprague feeder systems.

The Task Force is working to prepare a recommendation for boundary adjustments that will be presented to the Superintendent at the December 11, 2018 School Board meeting.

Parent and community feedback on boundary adjustments is important! The Task Force will hold
Boundary Open House events to receive feedback from the community.

Please plan to attend one or both of the Boundary Open House events:
- Tuesday, October 30
- Tuesday, November 13

Both Open House events will be held from 6 to 8 pm at the Career and Technical Education
Center (CTEC) at 3501 Portland Road NE in Salem.

For more information on the Boundary Review Task Force or the Boundary Open House events,
please visit the boundary adjustment page on the district website, www.salemkeizer.org/2018-bond
-program/boundary-adjustments

