Harritt Elementary
School

February’s Newsletter
February 1, 2017
Parents,
As we head into the second half of the school year, I’d like to remind you that there are many factors
that contribute to the success of your child in school. Arriving on time and good attendance are two
of them. Our school start time is 9:10 and students are expected to be in their seats and ready to go
at that time. Students walking in the front door at 9:10 are tardy. Also, anytime you can schedule appointments outside the school day is a huge benefit to your child. Even though students may make
up their work when they are absent, there are still many things they miss out on that can never be
made up. Of course if your child is ill, we want them to stay home and get well. Thank you for your
support in helping your child arrive on time and maintain consistent attendance.
Paul Myers, Principal

Important Dates
Tuesday, February 7:
PTC MTG
6:00 pm—7:00 pm
Wednesday, February 15:
Immunization exclusion day
Panera Fundraiser
4:00 pm—8:00 pm
Monday, February 20:
No school
President’s Day & Washington’s Birthday
Thursday, March 2: Spring Pictures
Outdoor Fundraising Night

Event Details:
Cafe #: 202159
Location: 2825 Commercial Street SE, Salem,
OR 97302

Why College is Awesome Essay Contest
Students grade K-12 eligible.

Time: 4:00 pm– 8:00 pm
Date: Thursday, February 16, 2017
Group name: Harritt Outdoor School
Group type: Elementary School
Expected Attendees: 50+
Organization name: Tiffany Perez
Organization phone: (503) 949-9992
Organization email: tandtperez@yahoo.com

Two $529 awards per grade level will be announced at the Awesome 3000.
For more information and directions go to
http://harritt.salemkeizer.net/.

2112 Linwood St NW, Salem, OR 97304
Phone: (503) 399– 3457

♦

Attendance: (503) 399– 3674

Hours: 9:10 am—3:25 pm

February 15 is exclusion day
Questions regarding what immunization(s) is/are needed can be answered by
the school office. Questions about available resources to receive immunizations
can be directed to the Nurse Help Line at (503) 399- 3376.

School Board passes Safe and Welcoming Schools Resolution
At its Tuesday, January 10, 2017, meeting, members of the School Board passed a resolution reinforcing their expectations for school and district staff to create and maintain safe and welcoming
schools.
The Board and Superintendent Christy Perry have jointly written a letter for parents about the resolution and why it is important. Below is a paragraph from the letter that explains the expectations
put forth in the resolution:
“In basic terms, it [the resolution] says everyone is welcome in our schools regardless of race, gender identity, sexuality, immigration status, country of origin or other factors. It also says that everyone is entitled to academic success regardless of their background or family circumstances and
each student will be provided the necessary supports to ensure that success. We would urge you to
visit the website and read the resolution in its entirety.”
Parents can download the letter and the Board’s resolution from the district website at
www.salemkeizer.org.

Make-up days for snow closures announced
Due to inclement weather, Salem-Keizer students have missed four full school days,
had one early release and one late start this school year.
Time at school is essential to student success. To make up for some lost instructional time, the
district has decided to make changes to the school calendar.
Three school days have been added to the calendar:
•
Thursday, March 23, 2017, will be a school day for all students. Parent-Teacher conferences will take place after school and in the evening.
•
Thursday and Friday, June 15 and 16, 2017, will be school days for all students except
graduating seniors. High schools will develop a revised schedule for second semester finals.
Dates of high school graduation ceremonies will not change.
Please be aware that additional calendar changes could be made if there is more inclement
weather.
Reading Incentive

Oregon Battle of the Books

Our annual Reading Incentive starts February
10th! This program is designed to inspire our
students to develop a love for reading. Your
student will bring home a Reading Incentive
Booklet explaining all the details including a
reading log to keep track of minutes spent
reading or being read to February 10th26th. Upon completion, please total your
child's minutes, sign and return February 27th,
28th or March 1st before school. Students who
participate receive prizes and raffle tickets for
larger prizes given away at an assembly on
March 2nd. If you are interested in helping
with this event please contact Heather at
hjleonard6@gmail.com.

Harritt’s Oregon Battle of the Books is off to a
great start this year. Ten teams of third
through fifth graders answered quiz-style
questions based on 16 books, which were selected by Oregon Battle of the Books. Eight
teams moved to single-elimination rounds.
Teams will continue to battle until the final
two teams remain. The Harritt championship
will be held noon, Feb. 14 in the gym. The
winning team can compete at the regional
battle Feb. 25 at McMinnville High School.
Please congratulate all of our competitors. It’s
an accomplishment just to participate.

VOLUNTEERS
Volunteers and community partners play an important role in Salem-Keizer Public Schools. Each
day in every school, volunteers support and encourage staff and students, take an active role in
helping every student achieve. Through their contributions of time, energy, inspiration and expertise, volunteers often report they receive more than they give.
Anyone may apply to become a volunteer. Before taking part in a volunteer activity, applicants
must complete a criminal history check.

Please visit www.salemkeizer.org and click on the volunteer link at the top of the page to learn
more.

CROSSING GUARDS NEEDED
If your school needs crossing guards, parents contact
your school office and/or Human Resources.

TRANSPORTATION
Please let the school office know about any changes to
drop off and/or pick up plans for your student(s).

Online Payment Portal
Parents of Salem-Keizer students have a convenient option for paying student fees.
Through the Online Payment Portal, parents can use a credit card to pay athletic fees, library book
fees, purchase ASB cards, make a donation, and take care of other payment transactions. The Online
Payment portal processing fee is the same as the fee charged when making a credit card payment in
the school office (2.75 percent).
The Online Payment Portal does not replace the food service payment system, EZSchoolPay.
Find a link to the Online Payment Portal on our school website, or visit https://
skpay.salkeiz.k12.or.us.

School Breakfast & Lunch
Salem-Keizer Public Schools provides healthy, nutritious meals to our students. The cost for full
price meals is as follows:
Breakfast $1.00
Lunch $2.30
Milk $0.40
Your child may qualify for free or reduced price meals if:
1. Your household receives Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), or
benefits from the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), OR:
Your household income is at or below the amount on the Income Chart.
You can apply in person by filling out an application at your school or online at
www.salemkeizer.org.

PARENT/ GUARDIAN CONTACT INFO
It is very important that parents/guardians keep their contact
information current.

