Harritt
ELEMENTARY

2112 Linwood St NW
DECEMBER 2017

Salem , OR 97304
Phone:
503-399-3457
Fax:
503-361-2173
Attendance:
503-399-3674

Dear Harritt Families,
We hope you had some relaxing days during Thanksgiving break. Thank you to all
of you who attended our parent conferences. It is so important for parents, students and
teachers to discuss accomplishments and plan for future success. If you didn’t get an opportunity to conference with your child’s teacher, it’s not too late. Teachers have some
time available before and after school to meet. Please call the office and we can help get a
conference scheduled.

When your child is ill and cannot attend school, it is important to email or give us
a call so we can count the absence as “excused.” Please route your attendance calls through
the office. We will make sure the message get to your child’s teacher. Please make sure
that you call within three days of your child’s absence so we can keep our records accurate
and up-to-date.
During the long break ahead, make sure to grab a good book and read with your
children. Reading together as a family is fun and rewarding. If we read every day it makes
us better readers and writers. If you find your family is on the go, there are many different
ways to read. Challenge your child to find certain words in different stores. Have them
read labels on food items and other containers. If they receive a gift over the break, have
them write thank you notes. Keeping their brain muscles working over break will help
them jump right back into school on January 2nd.
With Warm Regards,
Ms. Wilson

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Harritt Elementary every time you shop, at no cost to you. When
you shop at smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and convenient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon will donate a portion
of the purchase price to Harritt.
For emergency messages regarding school closures or delays, please visit
http://www.salemkeizer.org/about/emergency-school-closures-and-delays.

Important Dates
December 4: Choir Performance from 10:30 am—1:00 pm @Capitol Rotunda
December 12: Choir Concert from 7 pm—7:45 pm @Harritt GYM
Band Concert 6:30 pm @WSHS
December 18-January 1: No School—Winter Break
January 15: No school– Martin Luther King Jr. Day
January 26: No school

Breakfast hours:
8:40am-9:05am

Harritt Elementary School Web Address: http://harritt.salemkeizer.net/

It’s hard to believe that the end of 2017 is coming to a close. As we move through
the month of December into the New Year, we could experience some extreme weather.
With our shorter days, the weather is getting much cooler too. Please make sure that you
send your child to school in weather appropriate clothing. If you are needing access to
winter clothing or a coat, please contact our counselor (Aaron Bremiller).

Office hours:
8:00am—4:30pm

School hours:
9:10AM—3:25PM

Follow Salem-Keizer
Public Schools on
Facebook & Twitter
https://
www.facebook.com/
salemkeizerschools
https://twitter.com/
salemkeizer

School District Gathers Community Feedback on
Proposed Bond

The Salem-Keizer School Board is planning a general obligation bond
measure for the May 2018 ballot. The proposed bond would address
critical facility needs in nearly all schools and support buildings in our
district.
In October and November, school district staff held Bond Listening &
Learning Forums at each of the district’s six comprehensive high
schools. Parents, staff and community members in all school neighborhoods were invited to attend. The community feedback gathered at the
listening forums was shared with the School Board.
The School Board is on track to finalize the bond package in January
2018. In the new year, there will be more opportunities for parents,
staff and the community to hear about the bond measure.
Following are a few highlights of how the bond would benefit schools:
Construct additional space to address capacity issues, relieve overcrowding and address future enrollment growth.
Make seismic upgrades at schools rated very high risk for collapse
in the event of a large earthquake.
Make safety and security improvements district-wide such as upgrading electronic badge access systems and relocating front
office spaces for better visibility and control over who enters
and exits school buildings.
Construct new Career-Technical/vocational education classrooms
at all high schools to expand programs such as engineering, science and technology.
More information can be found on the district website at
www.salemkeizer.org/about/2018-bond-measure

January is Boxtop Collection Month! Each class will be collecting
Boxtops during the month of January. The class with the most Boxtops collected will receive a special prize in the month of February.
So start collecting your Boxtops and bring them to class after the
winter break.

Winter Weather
IN THE EVENT OF BAD
WEATHER, DISTRICT
OFFICIALS WILL MAKE
THE DECISION BY 5:15
A.M. THAT DAY TO
CLOSE ALL OR SELECTED SCHOOLS, OR TO DELAY THE START OF
SCHOOL.
If schools are closed or
start times ARE delayed,
all students and staff will
get a recorded message
to the phone number on
record with the district.
This message will tell
you about school cancellation, delay to start
times, or district closure.
Calls begin going out at 6
a.m. Make sure your contact information is up to
date. Families who need
to update their phone
number should contact
their school.
YOU CAN ALSO VISIT
OUR WEBSITE AT
http://
www.salemkeizer.org/
AND CLICK ON EMERGENCY CLOSURES/
DELAYS AT THE TOP OF
THE PAGE.
If no announcement is
made it's safe to assume
that the district is operating as usual.

Volunteers and community partners play an important role in
Salem-Keizer Public Schools.
Each day in every school, volunteers support and encourage
staff and students, take an active
role in helping every student
achieve. Through their contributions of time, energy, inspiration
and expertise, volunteers often
report they receive more than
they give.

Anyone may apply to become a
volunteer. Before taking part in
a volunteer activity, applicants
must complete a criminal history
check.

Please visit
www.salemkeizer.org and click
on the volunteer link at the top
of the page to learn more.

School Breakfast and Lunch
Salem-Keizer Public Schools provides healthy, nutritious meals to our students. The cost
for full price meals is as follows:
Breakfast $1.05
Lunch $2.40
Milk $0.40
Your child may qualify for free or reduced price meals if:
1. Your household receives Food Stamps, Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), or
benefits from the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR), OR;
2. Your household income is at or below the amount on the Income Chart.
How To Apply In Person or By Mail For Free or Reduced Price Meals
Download and fill out an application and return it to your school or send to:
Food and Nutrition Services
3625 Fairview Industrial Dr. SE
Salem OR, 97302
503-399-3091
How to Apply Online
Go to the Oregon Department of Education website. Applications are also available by contacting the district's Free and Reduced Lunch Program at 503-399-3169.

2017-2018 Parent’s Calendar

School Messenger
At the start of each school year, information from student registration forms is input into the student information database.
SchoolMessenger, the system the district uses to send out phone notification to parents, receives updated
information from this database once each day.
It is very important that parents keep their contact information current.
Be sure to let your school office know if you have a new address, email or phone number.
The parent or guardian marked as the primary contact in the student information system will receive automated communication.
Messages will also be sent to the student’s home phone number contained in the database, if different from
the primary contact phone number.

